Tourette Association of America

MANIFESTATION DETERMINATION
The Tourette Association has received an increase in questions regarding manifestation
determinations. A manifestation determination occurs when a child who has an Individual
Educational Plan (IEP) under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) or a 504 Plan is
facing possible long-term suspension as a result of a violation or multiple violations of the school's
written code of conduct.
The purpose of the manifestation determination is to determine whether the behavior for which the
student has been suspended is the direct result of the student's disability; whether it was the direct
result of the school's failure to implement the student's IEP or it was unrelated to the student's
disability.
IDEA specifies that the manifestation determination is to be conducted by the IEP team and that it
should review all relevant information including the student's IEP, teacher observations, information
from the parent and from the student, when age appropriate. The manifestation determination is
especially important for students with the complex neurobiological condition, Tourette Syndrome, as
their symptoms are often misunderstood. When conducted properly, manifestation determination
should be helpful to a student with TS.
It is important for school administrators to be aware that, during the reauthorization of Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act in 2004, the Tourette Association (TAA) provided the US Department of
Education with testimony and information that resulted in Tourette Syndrome being listed as Other
Health Impaired. The following quote is important when determining manifestation and is taken from
the Comments section of the Federal Regulations published Monday, August 14, 2006:
"…we do believe that Tourette syndrome is commonly misunderstood to be a behavioral
or emotional condition, rather than a neurological condition. Therefore, including
Tourette syndrome in the definition of other health impairment may help correct the
misperception of Tourette syndrome as a behavioral or conduct disorder and prevent the
misdiagnosis of their needs. §300.8(c)(9)(i)."
All too often, the ‘misdiagnosis of their needs' can result in punishment, suspensions and change of
placement for students with TS. IDEA encourages that children who have symptoms, which interfere
with their or other students' education, be provided a Functional Behavior Assessment (FBA) with
positive and proactive supports and interventions in order that the behavior is less likely to reoccur. An FBA is the next step that a school must take if a student's behavior is found to be a
manifestation of the disability

Due to the nature of TS, every individual is unique, symptoms and ‘behaviors’ wax and wane as well
as change due to fluctuating neurological chemical imbalance. Additionally, many youngsters with TS
struggle with related symptoms such as obsessive compulsive disorder, attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder, and sensory issues, all of which also manifest in unique manners depending on the
individual. (See "Understanding Behavioral Symptoms in Tourette Syndrome - TS is More than Tics")
Determining if a behavior is a manifestation of this extremely complex disorder can be a daunting
task. Understanding disinhibition, anxiety and the neurological imbalances that may result in actions
which the student knows is wrong and would typically not engage in is a critical component during the
manifestation determination process. To assist in this process, it is recommended that school
personnel consult and review the wealth of material available from the Tourette Association website
(Tourette.org) or contact the Education Specialist for input. It is important to note that the team of
people determining manifestation be aware of the following as stated in the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA),
"School personnel may consider any unique circumstances on a case-by-case basis in
determining whether a change of placement is appropriate for a child with a disability".
§300.530(a)
Many students with TS are bullied, or made fun of by imitating tics. This becomes a unique
circumstance as the majority of students without TS are not bullied on a regular basis or have tics that
they find embarrassing and wish not to do. By examining the unique circumstances which resulted in a
behavior for which the student may be suspended, it will be more likely that children with TS will
receive appropriate supports and interventions rather than ineffective removal from the education
setting.
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